
On the 1 July 1969,
the International
Convention on
mutual recogni-
tion of proof

marks of hand firearms and ammu-
nition was signed in Brussels. The
Convention creates a system where
national authorities test according to
instructions by C.I.P and mark them
with national proof-marks. These
proof-marks are mutually accepted
by the Member States of the
Convention. This system is known by
its organiser as C.I.P (International
Permanent Commission for testing
of firearms for civil use - Commision
Internationale Permanente pour les
épreuves des armes à feu portatives).
The Belgian Kingdom is the warran-
tor of C.I.P. The seat of the perma-
nent commission is in Liège,
Belgium, the official language is
French. Currently the following states
are members of C.I.P: Germany,
Austria, Belgium, Chile, Spain, France,
Italy, Finland, United Kingdom,
Hungary, Russia, Slovakia and the
Czech Republic.

The core activities of the C.I.P. are to:
- determine the gauge (equipment)
used to shoot pressure measure-
ments;
- specify the procedure in certified
pressure gauge of consumer and
test ammunition;
- carry out certified tests of firearms
and equipment focusing on their
handling safety;
- unify ammunition caliber and car-
tridge chamber and their identifica-

tion of caliber of generic ammuni-
tion used in arms and equipment;
- audit/verify laws to regulate certified
tests applicable in the C.I.P. Member
States;
- publish proof marks used by certi-
fied Proof Houses of Member States.

The C.I.P rules are indispensable part
of the mentioned Convention; they
define its elements, internal struc-
ture, methods etc. All of its activities
are divided into five subcommittees,
but the endorsement of their task
description and results is executed
by the planetary session of the C.I.P.
Every subcommittee is built of teams
to deal with specific primarily techni-
cal problems and their proposals are
submitted for approval to their 
subcommittee. Their recommenda-
tions are then submitted to the bian-
nual planetary meeting. The deci-
sions become valid 6 months after
the Foreign Ministry of Belgium mails
them to all Member States. If the
Member States do not hand in 
a protest within this six-month peri-
od, the decisions become binding.

Individual subcommittees have the
following activities:
- 1st subcommittee deals with the
methodic measurement of pressure
and energy as well as determining
safety values created by ammunition
of hand firearms and equipment.
- 2nd subcommittee deals with the
specification of ammunition caliber
and chambers and marking of caliber,
tolerance of calibers and proofing 
calibers for arms and ammunition.

- 3rd subcommittee deals with the
testing methods and processes used
in proving the arms and ammuni-
tion.
- 4th subcommittee deals with the
legislation of the Member States on
the base of mutual recognition of
proof marks hand firearms and 
ammunition as a primary legal docu-
ment on which all activities of the
C.I.P. are based and which has been
ratified by the governments of
Member States. This committee 
recommends changes to the Con-
vention and publishes the proof
marks used by Member States. 
- 5th was created in 1994 and deals
with unification of European and
world trends with the standards of
the C.I.P. regarding quality. 

Currently there are more than 200
valid resolutions from 12 planetary
meetings of C.I.P. (over 150 A4 pages
+ 800 A4 pages of tables which are
available also on CD and are being
updated.) Authorized proof houses
are designated by the law, which are
approved by the C.I.P. which com-
pares them with the Agreement and
resolutions of the C.I.P..
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